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Newdale Primary School and Nursery 
A School of ‘doers, believers and achievers’. 

 
“To go further than I thought 
To run faster than I hoped 

To reach higher than I dreamed 
To become the person I need to be.” 

 
Taken from our Vision Statement - Reviewed September 2015 

  
 

 

Introduction 
Here at Newdale, we feel passionate about learning at every level. Every child that attends Newdale is given 
every opportunity to succeed and pupil achievement is at the heart of all that we do. We aim to create a 
sense of resilience, independence and resourcefulness in all our pupils. Our children are taught to understand 
that learning is a lifelong skill; one that makes a difference to their lives now and in the future. Ensuring 
that our children are active and involved in their learning, enables them to achieve to their highest potential, 
not only in academic work but also as artists, sportsmen, scientists, writers, decision makers, creative thinkers 
and responsible citizens.  
 
Alongside the traditional lessons here at Newdale, we also guide our pupils to learn the skills of critical 
thinking, reasoning about problems, creating solutions to problems set in real life, confident speaking to others 
and working collaboratively.  In line with Government recommendations, we deliver lessons in line with the 
National Curriculum. The New National Curriculum 2014 is now fully implemented across the school. 
Throughout the academic year, we continue to review and improve the curriculum offered to our children 
here at Newdale. We set high expectations for achievement in that 85% or more children will leave Newdale 
reaching age–related expectations and being ‘secondary ready’. For more information on pupil achievement 
and how we assess children’s learning, please see the Assessment Policy. 
 
We value the contributions of parents and work in partnership with them to enrich the curriculum. Parents 
are informed about the curriculum through curriculum letters, our school website, homework, and are 
positively encouraged to become involved. A short guide to how we teach each subject is below.  

 
English: Led by Mrs Thomas 
At Newdale, we use a wide range of techniques to ensure that our pupils are fluent and confident writers. 
We aim to provide the skills for children to write expressively for a range of different purposes, such as to 
persuade, to inform and to entertain differing audiences. Techniques such as drama, role play and the 
inclusion of contextual learning, all help our pupils to succeed. We encourage our children to believe that they 
can achieve, so teachers guide and instruct them in ways in which they can become better writers. This is 
done through sharing of assessments of their writing, agreeing targets for them to achieve, sharing and co-



writing success criteria and modelling peer/ self-assessment throughout the school. This year we have also 
introduced a set of non- negotiable writing targets to be met by every year group. We feel that the non – 
negotiables will give children and parents a greater understanding of what the children’s writing should look 
like at a particular age.  
 
We not only focus on the content of the writing produced, but also the spelling and grammar.  Spelling and 
grammar rules are embedded not only in Literacy lessons, but across our curriculum as a whole. We send 
individualised spellings home on a weekly basis and children are encouraged to write using Nelson 
Handwriting, which is practiced throughout the week. For more information, please see the English Policy.  
 
We love reading at Newdale! We aim to share our love of reading with all our pupils and encourage them to 
choose books which are interesting and enjoyable. All children at Newdale are asked to continue their reading 
at home. It is expected that children will read at least three times a week as part of their homework and this 
is recorded in their home - school communication books. Guest authors are regularly invited in and hold 
workshops with different classes. Guided Reading takes place daily throughout Newdale and focus on a wide 
range of texts. Teachers plan and deliver sessions which focus on key questions to challenge their ideas about 
a text and develop their abilities to deduce, infer and predict what may happen next. To find out which 
exciting text your child will be reading, please see please see the English Policy. 
 
Phonics and Spelling: Led by Mrs Sturrock and Miss Curnow (Nursery)  
At Newdale, our phonics programme is underpinned by the Letters and Sounds programme. Children are 
taught at a stage appropriate to them and this allows them to understand how the sound of each letter 
(phoneme) links to the way in which that letter is written (grapheme). In EYFS (Reception) and Key Stage 
One, all pupils take part in a daily phonics session, building on and extending their knowledge. They are 
taught to blend words together and read/ spell tricky words, which are the ones we cannot sound out. In Key 
Stage Two, our pupils have a daily spelling session following the Read, Write Inc. spelling scheme. This is a 
robust and systematic programme which reflects the requirements of the New National Curriculum. Every 
child is given a spelling list that is sent home in preparation for a spelling test later in the week. To read 
more about how Phonics is taught at Newdale, please see the Phonics at Newdale Policy.  
 
Mathematics: Led by Mrs Bishton and Miss Wainwright 
In order to teach our children to be confident and capable mathematicians, we use a range of teaching 
strategies. We embed guidance from the Government on ‘mastery’ teaching in our daily lessons to ensure that 
children have a depth of learning which in turn, allows them to apply their mathematical knowledge in a 
range of contexts. Please see the Assessment Policy for further information on ‘mastery learning’. We teach 
our children a wide range of written and mental strategies to solve calculations and real life problems. Our 
aim is for them to be able to confidently choose the most efficient method when solving problems or calculating 
the answer to a question. We make maths contextual and help our children to see that maths is all around 
us, in everyday life. Enrichment and extension lies at the heart of our teaching and we use opportunities such 
as maths challenge days to fulfil this. This year we have also introduced a set of non- negotiable maths 
targets to be met by every year group. We feel that the non – negotiables will give children and parents a 
greater understanding of what the children’s mathematical knowledge and skills should be at a particular 
age.  Our calculation policy sets out which methods are taught in Newdale and shows how your child will 
progress in their calculating of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. To find out more about how 
we teach mathematics our Calculation Policy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Science: Led by Mrs Pablos  
Science is another of our passions here at Newdale and we make sure that we share this with all our pupils! 
We regularly hold science themed weeks and invite mad scientists in to work alongside us. We actively 
encourage children to be curious, ask questions and design investigations to solve real life problems!  Our 
children learn about space, our bodies and changes which happen in the natural world. To find out more 
please see the Science Policy. 
 
Computing: Led by Mrs McLaughlin and Miss Broadhurst  
Computing is taught thought Newdale, across all lessons both as an aid to learning and skills needed to use 
different programs. We believe that computing is a pivotal part of our curriculum and due to this, we invest 
heavily in providing up to date equipment and programmes that our children can use. Newdale is a well-
equipped school; every class base has individual laptops and a suite of iPads. We are also fortunate to have a 
variety of cameras and digital recording equipment. Interactive whiteboards are used in all classrooms and 
the new phase of our building have height adjustable, top of the range whiteboards to support teaching and 
learning. To find out more please see the Computing Policy  
 
History: Led by Miss Wainwright 
We believe that a developing understanding of ourselves comes from a greater understanding of our past. 
History is vital to this and our teaching staff ensures that our children are excited and engaged in their 
learning of the past. Newdale is incredibly lucky to be situated in such a historically rich area as Telford. 
We aim to bring history alive through our teaching and do this by using living museums, artefacts, trips out 
and experience days in school. To find out more please see the History Policy. 
 
Geography: Led by Mrs Evans 
It is our aim that all children at Newdale will understand where they are in the world and how they are 
linked to other places. We wish to celebrate the similarities between ourselves and others, not only in our 
locality but across the world. Our local environment is studied in depth across the key stages and we enhance 
their learning by taking them on trips to study locations further afield. Geographical enquiry is carried out 
inside and outside the classroom, using maps, photographs and ICT.  To find out more please see the 
Geography Policy. 
 
Citizenship: Led by Miss Macfarlane.  
Citizenship is a critical aspect of the learning in a developing child. It helps them to grow and develop as an 
individual, a member of their immediate family and as a member of their wider community. Citizenship 
covers the subjects of Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Development (SMSC), Personal, Social, Health 
and Economic Education (PSHE), Religious Education (RE) and Relationship and Sex Education (RSE). 
Citizenship is at the heart of everything we do here at Newdale in order to ensure every child is prepared for 
life in Modern Britain. It underpins all of the work which we do at Newdale, as we aim to encourage our 
children into being resilient, independent and resourceful. Teachers strive to ensure they have SMSC links 
throughout their curriculum offer. One way in which teachers ensure they embed these links, is through our 
‘Value of the Month’. These values are addressed through weekly assemblies, in lessons and within the school 
environment. For more information on SMSC, see the SMSC progression document. To find out more about 
our teaching of citizenship, please see the RE and RSE Policy. 
 
Music: Led by Mrs Hallam and Mrs Thomas  
We understand the importance of children becoming talented musicians here at Newdale. Children partake in 
carefully planned sessions where they get to learn how to play instruments, listen critically to pieces of music, 
compose music and perform in front of an audience. Performances of music we have created are delivered to 
parents and the rest of the school and we sharpen our singing voices in weekly singing assemblies for Key 
Stage One and Two. Our end of Year performances and Nativities are a highlight in our school calendar. 
To find out more about our teaching of Music, please see the Music Policy. 
  



Physical Education and Games: Led by Mrs Bishton  
Here at Newdale, we are passionate about nurturing the sportsmen and women of tomorrow. The children 
have a minimum of 2 hours of Physical Education, which takes the form of Gymnastics, Dance, Swimming 
and team games. Sports coaches are used to come in and teach specialist skills to the pupils on a regular 
basis. The teaching of swimming is a high priority at Newdale and we aim at all children should be able to 
swim 25m by the time they leave us to go onto Secondary School. Our sports activities extend into a range of 
extra-curricular clubs, such as Gymnastics, Football, Netball, Street Dance, Dodgeball and Tennis. To find 
out more about our teaching of Physical education, please see the P.E. Policy. 
 
Art and Design: Led by Mrs Sturrock  
A vibrant, colourful atmosphere where children’s art work is celebrated is one of the features of our school. 
Our budding artists are fortunate enough to be able to work with a range of visiting artists working with 
pottery, textiles and sculpture. Each Year group has an artist, upon whom they focus a topic of work on, 
creating art inspired by them. Key skills and techniques are taught to pupils, who build up sketch books during 
their time with us. To find out more about our teaching of Art, please see the Art Policy. 
 
Design and Technology: Led by Miss Broadhurst 
Design and Technology (DT) teaching at Newdale is an important part of learning about real life. We deliver 
engaging lessons, set in real life contexts and allow our pupils to explore, make and create. The use of 
computing helps our children to become confident in DT, as well as learning about cooking and nutrition and 
sewing. To find out more about our teaching of DT, please see the policy for Design and Technology. 
 
Modern Foreign Languages: Led by Mrs Lefroy and Miss Gears 
Here at Newdale we are lucky to have our own specialist French teacher, Mrs Lefroy. Every week pupils in 
Key Stage Two take part in a French lesson; learning the language and the culture of France. The teaching 
involves a balance between spoken and written skills, ensuring that children are having fun whilst learning 
through interactive activities like games and songs. Children in Key Stage One are given a ‘flavour’ of what 
is to come in Key Stage Two as French language is embedded through daily routines by their classroom 
teacher e.g. taking the register in French. For more information about the teaching of French, please see the 
Modern Foreign Languages Subject Folder 2014. 
 
Organisation and Planning 
We plan our curriculum ensuring we meet the requirements of the National Curriculum and the Early 
Years Curriculum. We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is coherence and full progression in its 
coverage. Our curriculum is designed to ensure that children develop the skills they need to become confident, 
self-motivated learners, who can engage with and solve challenges innovatively. The curriculum co-ordinator 
plans long term plans which outline objectives to be covered taken directly from the National Curriculum see 
Appendix 1.  Individual overviews for core subjects are planned by subject leaders. As a staff, we agree a long 
term plan for foundation subjects in each key stage. This indicates which topics are to be taught in each 
term, and to which groups of children. We review our long term plan on an annual basis see Appendix 2 for 
examples of these. Our medium term plans are drafted by individual year group teaching teams on a half-
termly or termly basis.  These give clear guidance on the skills that we are developing within each topic see 
Appendix 3 for examples of these. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment 
Our school considers accurate and focused assessment as the cornerstone of high quality teaching, as it allows 
learning to be planned and taught accurately to meet the needs of the children, as learners, ensuring high 
levels of expectation. Our whole school approach is focused on assessment for learning and pupils’ progress is 
evaluated by meeting, not meeting or mastery key learning objectives against national end of year 
expectations. 
 
Assessing Pupil Progress in the Foundation Stage 
During the Early Years our teachers record the skills of the pupils. The Development Matters Guidance and 
Early Learning Goals are used to assess children’s progress during the year. 
 
The Role of the Curriculum Leader 
The role of the curriculum leader is to: 
· Provide a strategic lead and direction for the curriculum ensuring appropriate coverage of the curriculum 
and our learning guarantees. 
· Support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to their subject. 
· Monitor pupil progress. 
· Provide efficient resource management. 
 
The Role of the Subject Leader 
Within the school’s organisation each class teacher takes on the responsibility for leading on a subject area. It 
is the role of subject leader to: 
· Keep up to date with developments in their key area of learning at both national and local levels. 
· Review the way the subjects are taught in the school and plan for improvement linking to whole school 
priorities. 
· Monitor how their subjects are taught through monitoring the medium and short term planning ensuring 
that appropriate teaching strategies are used. 
· Lead sustainable improvement through supporting colleagues and others. 
· Reviewing curriculum plans for their key areas ensuring there is full coverage of the National curriculum 
and that progression is planned for. 
· Judge standards within their subjects so they indicate the achievements of children at each key stage and 
indicate expectations of attainment. 
· Evaluate teaching and learning and assessment within their subjects. 
· Audit, order and manage resources to enhance learning experiences for the pupils. 
 
Curriculum Monitoring and Review 
Evaluation is essential for the planning and development of the curriculum. The Head teacher is responsible 
for the overall school the curriculum. The standards team and subject leaders monitor lesson plans, moderate 
pupil work , conduct learning walks in order to support their self-evaluation of their subject, provide training, 
support to colleagues and to identify next steps for improvement. 
 
Our governing body is responsible for monitoring the way the school curriculum is implemented. Delegated 
governors for specific subjects liaise with the subject leader to monitor their identified actions and impact of 
these on the quality of learning, teaching and provision in the subject. Termly committee meetings take place 
so that governors can monitor and review the school curriculum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Appendix 1 – Long-term Overviews for all subjects outlining National Curriculum Objectives  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Appendix 2 – Long-term Curriculum Overviews for Foundation Subjects 
 
Below are our current topics for EYFS.  
 

 

 



 
 
For more guidance on how EYFS teach here at Newdale see https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-
foundation-stage-framework--2 
 
 

Below are our current long term plans for Years 1 – 6. 
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Appendix 3 – Medium-term Curriculum Overviews  

 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 


