
 
 

Year 6 Non negotiables 

The keys to unlocking learning in Year 6 will be……… 

Reading, including Phonics Writing  Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar 

Maths, including shapes and 
measures  

ICT  

 Learn a wider range of poetry 
by heart. 

 Discuss and evaluate how 
authors use language, including 
figurative language, considering 
the impact on the reader.  

 Participate in discussions about 
books that are read to them 
and those they can read for 
themselves, building on their 
own and otgers’ hdeas and 
challenging views courteously.  

 Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what they 
have read, including through 
formal presentations and 
debates, maintaining a focus on 
the topic and using notes where 
necessary. 

 Aware that the pace of 
reading can add to the 
excitement. 

 Understand how the meaning 
of sentences is shaped by 
punctuation, phrase length, 

Handwriting: 

 Choose the writing 
implement that is best 
suited for a task. 

Planning: 

 Select the appropriate 
form and using other 
similar writing. 

 Note and develop initial 
ideas, drawing on reading 
and research where 
necessary.  

Draft and Write: 

 Select appropriate 
grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such 
choices can change and 
enhance meaning. 

 Integrate dialogue to 
convey character and 
advance the action. 

 Use a wide range of 
devices to build cohesion 
within and across 

paragraphs.  

 Know and use the 
difference between 
vocabulary typical of 
informal speech and 
vocabulary appropriate for 
formal speech and writing 
(eg, find out – discover; 
ask for – request; go in – 
enter).  

 Use the passive to affect 
the presentation of 
information in a sentence  

 Use layout devices, such 
as headings, sub-headings, 
columns, bullets, or tables, 
to structure text.  

 Understand the use of the 
colon to introduce a list.  

 Understand punctuation 
of statements to list 
information.  

 Know how words are 
related by meaning as 
synonyms and antonyms.  

 Understand the use of the 

 Round any whole number to 
a required degree of 
accuracy.  

 Use negative numbers in 
context, and calculate 
intervals across zero.  

 Multiply multi-digit numbers 
up to 4 digits by a two-digit 
whole number.  

 Divide numbers up to 4 digits 
by a two-digit number and 
interpret remainders as whole 
number remainders, 
fractions, or by rounding, as 
appropriate for the context. 

 Solve addition and 
subtraction multi-step 
problems in contexts using 
appropriate methods. 

 Use estimation to check 
answers to calculations and 
determine an appropriate 
degree of accuracy.  

 Use written division methods 
in cases where the answer has 

 Create a presentation with 
a range of links, images 
and sounds. 

 Collect live data using 
data logging equipment 
identifying data errors, 
patterns and sequences. 

 Undertake film making; 
including scripting, roles. 
Rehearsal, evaluation, 
quality of shorts, 
appropriateness of sound, 
saving to different 
media. 

 Use cause and effect e.g 
input from sensors to 
trigger events or virtually. 

 Create and refine a series 
of instructions. 

 Manipulate images. 

 Design own webpage. 



 
 

word order and connectives. 

 Appreciate how a set of 
sentences has been organised 
for maximum effect. 

 Comment on the writers’ 
viewpoint with explanation. 

Evaluate and Edit: 

 Ensure correct subject 
and verb agreement when 
using singular and plural, 
distinguishing between the 
language of speech and 
writing and choosing the 
appropriate register.  

 Perform their own 
compositions, using 
appropriate intonation, 
volume, and movement so 
that meaning is clear.  

semi-colon, colon and 
dash to mark the 
boundary between 
independent clauses (eg, 
It’s rahnhnf; I’m fed up).  

 Recognise that hyphens 
can be used to avoid 
ambiguity.  

 
 

up to two decimal places. 

 Solve problems which require 
answers to be rounded to 
specified degrees of accuracy. 

 Recall and use equivalences 
between simple fractions, 
decimals and percentages, 
including in different contexts. 

 Use, read, write and convert 
between standard units, 
converting measurements of 
length, mass, volume and 
time from a smaller unit of 
measure to a larger unit, 
and vice versa, using decimal 
notation to up to three 
decimal places. 

 Compare and classify 
geometric shapes based on 
their properties and sizes and 
find unknown angles in any 
triangles, quadrilaterals, and 
regular polygons.  

 Describe positions on the full 
coordinate grid (all four 
quadrants).  

 Interpret pie charts and line 
graphs and use these to solve 
problems.  

 Calculate and interpret the 
mean as an average.  



 
 

 

Speaking and Listening 
When talking with others:  

 Listen with an open mind to debate. 

 Recall the main arguments and discuss what the most convincing point is. 

 Work together aas a group to prepare an argument. 

 

When talking to others:  

 Vary vocabulary, grammar and non-verbal features to suit audience. 

 Present a spoken argument that develops coherently. 

 Shape talk deliberately for effect and clarity. 

 
 

 


