
 
 

Year 4 Non negotiables 

The keys to unlocking learning in Year 4 will be……… 

Reading, including Phonics Writing  Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar 

Maths, including shapes and 
measures  

ICT  

 Read books that are structured 
in different ways and read for 
a range of purposes.  

 Increase their familiarity with 
a wide range of books, 
including fairy stories, myths 
and legends, and retell some of 
these orally. 

 Prepare poems and play scripts 
to read aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action. 

 Discuss words and phrases that 
capture the reader’s hnterest 
and imagination. 

 Recognise some different forms 
of poetry [for example, free 
verse, narrative poetry].  

 Identify how language, 
structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning.  

 Draw inferences such as 
hnferrhnf cgaracters’ feelhnfs, 
thoughts and motives from 

Handwriting: 

 Increase the legibility, 
consistency and quality of 
their handwriting by 
ensuring that the 
downstrokes of letters are 
parallel and equidistant; 
that lines of writing are 
spaced sufficiently so that 
the ascenders and 
descenders of letters do not 
touch.  

Planning: 

 Discuss writing similar to 
that which they are 
planning to write in 
order to understand and 
learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and 
grammar. 

 
Draft and write: 

 Build a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of sentence 

 

 Standard English 
forms for verb 
inflections instead of 
local spoken forms (eg, 
we were instead of we 
was, or I did instead of 
I done).  

 

 Fronted adverbials (eg, 
Later that day, I heard 
the bad news.).  

 Use of commas after 
fronted adverbials.  

 Apostrophes to mark 
singular and plural 
possession  

 Appropriate choice of 
pronoun or noun within 
and across sentences to 
aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition.  

 Use of inverted commas 
and other punctuation to 
indicate direct speech. 

 

 Count in multiples of 6, 7, 
9, 25 and 1000.  

 Count backwards through 
zero to include negative 
numbers.  

 Order and compare numbers 
beyond 1000.  

 Round any number to the 
nearest 10, 100 or 1000. 

 Solve addition and 
subtraction two-step problems 
in contexts, deciding which 
operations and methods to 
use and why.  

 Recall multiplication and 
division facts for 
multiplication tables up to 12 
x 12.  

 Recognise and show, using 
diagrams, families of 
common equivalent fractions.  

  Count up and down in 
hundredths; recognise that 
hundredths arise when 

 Create text, images and 
sounds for specific 
audiences. 

 Make a branching 
database. 

 Create questionnaire; 
record, analyse data and 
answer questions. 

 Use spreadsheets linked to 
maths. 

 Create animation with a 
small toy. 

 Make and edit a simple 
film; including title 
scenes. 

 Draw regular shapes 
using control technology. 

 Open, edit and send email 
attachments. 

 Understand 
privacy/copyright. 



 
 

their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence.  

 Predict what might happen 
from details stated and 
implied.  

structures. 

 Organise paragraphs 
around a theme. 

Evaluate and Edit: 

 Assess the effectiveness of 
tgehr own and otgers’ 
writing and suggest 
improvements.  

 Read aloud their own 
writing, to a group or the 
whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and 
controlling the tone and 
volume so that the meaning 
is clear. 

 

 Know the grammatical 
difference between plural 
and possessive –s.  

 Apply noun phrases 
expanded by the addition 
of modifying adjectives, 
nouns and preposition 
phrases (eg, the teacher 
expanded to: the strict 
maths teacher with curly 
hair).  

 Use the first two or three 
letters of a word to check 
its spelling in a 
dictionary.  

 Place the possessive 
apostrophe accurately in 
words with regular 
plurals [for example, 
fhrls’, boys’] and in words 
with irregular plurals 
[for example, cghldren’s].  

dividing an object by one 
hundred and dividing tenths 
by ten.  

 Round decimals with one 
decimal place to the nearest 
whole number  

 Solve simple measure and 
money problems involving 
fractions and decimals to two 
decimal places.  

 Convert between different 
units of measure  

 Compare and classify 
geometric shapes, including 
quadrilaterals and triangles, 
based on their properties and 
sizes.  

 Identify lines of symmetry in 
2-D shapes presented in 
different orientations.  

 Plot specified points and draw 
sides to complete a given 
polygon.  

 Solve comparison, sum and 
difference problems using 
information presented in bar 
charts, pictograms, tables 
and other graphs.  

 

Speaking and Listening 
When talking with others:  When talking to others:  



 
 

 Use what has been learnt from listening to a discussion, presentation or broadcast. 

 Explain how an agreed view was created from a group discussion. 

 Use resources to develop and illustrate ideas in a discussion. 

 

 Use different volumes, tones and words depending on the listener/audience. 

 Speak with good diction so the audience can clearly hear what is being said. 

 Give listeners enough detail to communicate meaning clearly. 
 

 
 


