
‘Life as a British Citizen’ Parent Questionnaire Analysis 2017 

Number of responses Summer 2016: 101 

Number of responses Summer 2017: 90 

Statement Agree 

2016 

Disagree 

2016 

Agree 

2017 

Disagree 

2017 

Did not 

tick 

either 

Comments from Parents 

I’m happy with the values and 

attitudes Newdale promotes. 

 100% 0%  99% 0% 1% Year 6 parent ‘Newdale has always been an amazing school. They have 

always made sure the kids come first in everything’. 

Reception parent ‘I love the Buddy Bear system’.  

Year 2 parent ‘Value of the Month is an excellent way of reinforcing 

this’.  

Children should be taught about 

different cultures. 

98%  2%  96% 1% 0% Reception parent ‘We live in a multi-cultural society and so our children 

should be taught about different cultures & faiths. It’s important for 

children to start learning at an early age as it teaches them to be 

respectful of others and to learn to accept people from different 

cultures and faiths’.  

Year 3 parent ‘As long as they are also taught that their beliefs should 

be respected as well and be able to defend their beliefs to as well 

without fear’.  

Year 2 parent ‘I think in this day and age and in light of recent events, 

this is particularly important in times of need, it would be good to look 

at how cultures pull together’.  

Year 2 parent ‘[child] often comes home telling us about what he has 

learn!].  

Reception parent ‘Without a doubt’.  

Children should be taught to respect 

people with different beliefs from 

their own. 

 100% 0%  99% 0% 1% Reception parent ‘Should also be taught its ok to ask questions’.  

Reception and year 2 parent ‘Everyone deserves the right to their own 

beliefs and just because it might be something you don’t believe doesn’t 

make it wrong’.  



Children should be taught about the 

British justice system (crime and 

punishment). 

 99% 1%  97% 1% 0% Reception parent ‘I agree as long as it is all age appropriate.’  

Year 4 parent ‘I feel it should be taught from Year 4+’.  

Reception parent ‘Although this should be taught at home from a young 

age, knowing right from wrong’.  

Children should be taught about 

democracy (voting) and parliament. 

 93% 7%  96% 4% 0% Reception parent ‘In secondary school, yes’.  

Year 1 ‘From the older years as I think it could be quite confusing for 

the younger ones’.  

Year 3 parent ‘And how important it is to vote and use it to have their 

voice heard’.  

Year 4 parent- ‘I don’t think it is necessary at primary school age’.  

Year 5 parent- ‘Too young to understand’.  

Children should be taught about the 

importance of being able to express 

their opinions and views about the 

world. 

 99% 1%  99% 0% 1% Year 2 parent ‘I agree but they should also be able to be challenge 

about their opinions as sometimes they could be parent’s views and not 

always acceptable ones’.  

Year 2 parent ‘Yes it is important to give your views and opinions. 

Everybody matters’. 

Reception and year 2 parent ‘Children should be able to express their 

opinions and values, but I also think that there is an appropriate way to 

do it.  

Children should be taught to respect 

and treat people equally no matter 

what their gender (male/female). 

 100% 0%  100% 0% 0% Year 3 parent ‘And to be able to help identify inequality for 

males/females.’  

Year 2 parent ‘Everyone is equal’. 

Reception and year 2 parent ‘I strongly believe that everyone should be 

treated as equals. Nobody is better than anyone else and this is 

something I always talk to my children about’.  

 

Children should be taught to respect 

and treat people equally no matter 

what their sexual orientation. 

 99% 1%  99% 0% 1% Reception parent ‘Yes, so they learn that this is acceptable in society’.  

Year 6 parent ‘Agreed if we want to be treated right. We as adults or 

children must do it too’.  



Children should be taught to respect 

and treat people equally no matter 

what their race. 

 100% 0%  99% 0% 1% Year 2 parent ‘Yes we are all equal no matter what colour we are’.  

Year 3 parent ‘Should be taught from an early age as children tend to 

recognise difference in race at an early age. Also tend to start forming 

attitudes and stereotypes’.  

Year 6 parent ‘Agreed again we may all be different but we are still the 

same humans we have just that bit different to stand out’.  

Children should be given the 

opportunity to celebrate their 

heritage e.g. being British, Polish. 

 99% 1%  99% 0% 1% Reception parent ‘Yes, so this part of their heritage or culture is not lost’.  

Year 4 parent ‘I think this is extremely important. Children should be 

proud of where they are from and share this with the class’.  

Year 1 parent ‘I love the idea, it gives them the opportunity to learn about 

the world’.  

It is important that children are 

taught to be respectful of other 

people within their community e.g. 

those who are disabled, those with a 

different family make up, in a same-

sex partnership etc. 

 99% 1%  98% 1% 1% Year 1 ‘Very important’.  

Year 1 parents’ child ‘has many opportunities to celebrate and discuss her 

family make-up within school….encouraged, for example, to make more than 

one Mother’s Day Card. Our family is respected by staff who have 

commented on the support [child] receives at home’.  

Children should be taught in school 

about the importance of online 

safety both at school and in their 

own homes 

New Question 

added 2017 

99% 0% 1% Year 2 ‘Yes this is very important. We must make our children more street 

wise. Children can listen more when it comes from school’.  

Year 3 parent ‘I think that this issue is absolutely crucial especially with 

IT and social media access.  

Year 5 parent ‘Very much agree. Too many social media sites and grooming 

and perpetrators-needs to be taught as very important’.  

Year 1 parent ‘Although I do feel more could be done to make children 

aware on other children/adults who are disabled or who have learning 

difficulties in particular autism as it makes other children/adults more 

understood if their condition is known about’.  

  Yes 

2016 

No 

2016 

Yes 

2017 

 No  

2017 

Did not 

tick 

either  

Comments 



Do you feel that Newdale does 

enough to discuss these issues raised 

in this questionnaire? 

 84% 1%  98% 0% 2% Year 3 parent ‘The texts [letters] are good and they provide us with up to 

date issues e.g. apps that are not suitable- upcoming school events’. 

Year 4 parent ‘I am aware of some issues being discussed at school such as 

online awareness and British Values but do not feel as though all areas 

covered in the questionnaire are looked at or have the same attention’.  

Year 4 ‘I would like to think so, apart from the ‘Value of the Month’ I am 

not sure when these issues are discussed, are they in class or assembly?’ 

Further comments from the issues raised:  

Year 6 parent ‘The school has always let the parents know what happens with the children and they are always given the opinion to do it. Very pleased Newdale do 

this. I hope they continue with the excellent work they do in the future’. 

Reception parent ‘Although I agree with all of the above, I think that teaching kids that its ok to ask questions and not be held back by being ‘PC’ [politically correct] 

for example, having mixed race children I have seen that kids think that saying someone is ‘black’ is wrong. As if they don’t know what to say, when they really want 

to ask ‘why is your hair curly?’, ‘Why is your mum a different colour to you?’ All things I know kids want to ask but society has made them think that somehow it’s not 

okay to ask’.  

Year 2 ‘I would love to see more assemblies that parents can come and watch! Maybe a year group assembly based on some of the issues raised’.  

Year 2 parent ‘As much as I believe it is good to cover these issues in school, I also believe they should be covered at home. We, as parents, should be teaching our 

children to respect others and showing them how to stay safe online’.   

Year 2 parent ‘When taught in school, maybe a letter home with some information so we can talk about it at home’.  

Year 3 and 6 parent ‘I think it’s great that the school teach all these things in school. As I’ve said above some issues parents/family etc should also be teaching at 

home. I like Value of the Month’.  

Year 4 parent ‘Newdale is very good at teaching all of the above to children but it shouldn’t stop there. Parents at home should also be doing the same’.  

Year 6 parent ‘We have always taught our children to treat everybody equally, regardless of race, culture and disability. I feel that Newdale also promote these 

important issues. I am very happy with Newdale’s approach to all of the above’.  

Year 6 parents ‘Would love to see more visitors coming to school to discuss about their cultures etc’.  

Year 4 parent ‘I feel it is important that these statements are taught to the children throughout their time in school. They need to know that everyone is different, 

and learn to respect and treat people equally no matter what colour skin, or beliefs people have etc, especially in this day and age!’ 

Year 3 parent ‘We are happy with how the school tackles all the above issues’.  

Year 3 parent ‘We believe all of the above should be taught sensitively at school but should also be reinforced in the home. IT is not understanding or the ignorance 

that causes stereotypes and negative attitudes to form and in turn the disrespect for other cultures, beliefs etc’.  

Year 3 ‘I strongly agree with all of these statements as I feel children need to have an open mind without prejudice’.  

 



2015-2016 Survey Analysis Action:  ✓ = addressed/implemented during 2015-2016 

 Inform parents in the life in modern Britain survey report where to access curriculum documents which show how these areas are implemented from Early 

Years, KS1 and KS2. Direct them back to the SMSC/Citizenship parent guide which was given to all parents in September as an action from the 2014-2015 

parent survey. ✓ Parents were directed to the website. 

 Continue to promote Value of the Month- monthly letter, updates in the newsletter, school website and social networking sites. ✓ addressed 

 Continue to monitor SMSC/Citizenship planning and teaching across the school. ✓ addressed/staff meetings delivered/emails shared 

 Ensure children make a range of celebration cards when there are other religious festivals/celebrations e.g. make an Eid card. ✓ Celebrations addressed in 

lessons/whole school and class assemblies. 

 Continue to invite individuals into classes/assemblies to promote a range of religions/cultures e.g. Christianity, Sikhism etc. Also individuals with different 

abilities/ from different walks of life. ✓ Visitors invited into assemblies and classes e.g. Holi, Life as a polish refugee etc.  

 ‘Different Families, Same Love’ project to go ahead autumn 2016. This will be a whole school project whereby the children will learn about each other’s’ 

families, traditions and cultures. ✓ Due to time restraints, this was addressed in British Values week/resources bought for each class e.g. Born Free books, 

Tango Makes Three etc. 

Main Points from 2016-2017 Survey: 

 Overall 99% of the 90 parents were happy with the values and attitudes Newdale promotes.  

 Majority of parents surveyed were positive about their child/children being taught about the justice system, parliament, respecting different 

cultures/races, equality, sexual orientation, celebrating their own heritage and being respectful of different family make-ups.   

 88% felt that Newdale does enough to discuss the issues raised in the questionnaire which increased by 4% from the 2015/2016 survey. 2% were unable to 

comment, this was due to the fact that they are unaware of how the issues are taught/referred to.  See action to address this.  

 Positive references to the monthly values and the impact they have on the children. Year 2 parent: ‘Value of the Month is an excellent way of reinforcing 

this’. 

 This year, we had 11 less responses from the year before. Due to the questions on the questionnaire, we feel that parents might feel uneasy about sharing 

their views about some of the sensitive subject areas. Perhaps next year we consider anonymising the questionnaire in order to receive more responses.  

Action for 2017-2018 

 Consider delivering thematic assemblies to invite parents in to watch. 

 Remind parents of where to find how all these areas are addressed/covered in our curriculum on the school website.   

 Continue to deliver themed weeks: British Values, Share Aware, Expect Respect and Healthy Lifestyles Week.  

 Continue to promote value of the month. Create new canvasses.  

 Continue to invite individuals into classes/assemblies to promote a range of religions/cultures e.g. Christianity, Sikhism etc. Also individuals with different 

abilities/ from different walks of life. 

 Create a whole school coverage map for visits to places of worship.  

 Continue to offer CPD training to all members of staff. 



 Look at how we can embed mental health into the curriculum.  

 Keep up to date with the latest resources which address these areas.  


