
Summer 2017– SMSC Child Survey 

Carried out and analysed by R. Macfarlane 
 

The survey was broken down into the three phases: lower, middle and upper. A random sample of children were 

selected to take part in this survey. These children were asked age-appropriate questions linked to SMSC and 

British Values. 

Have the ‘actions’ from the last survey been addressed?   ✓ = addressed/achieved. 

 Further develop children’s understanding of British Values. Ensure a British Values display/A3 poster is 

displayed in class and referred to by adults. Look into a whole school project linked to British Values. 

Potentially, it could be a designated week: each value could be addressed in an afternoon lesson in an 

age-appropriate way.  ✓ British Values week was very successful 

 In class assemblies, address treating people fairly- talk about whether this means it is equality. E.g. 

those with a disability. ✓ Resources sent to staff/addressed during class assemblies. 

 Look at vision statement. Consider having a ‘child friendly’ one displayed in class. ✓ Vision statement 

displayed in each classroom. 

 Send KS1 teachers resources for class assemblies linked to Democracy. KS1 children should know who 

the prime minister is and their role in Britain.  ✓ Resources sent to staff/ addressed during British 

Values Week and during General Elections.  

 Send KS2 teachers resources for class assemblies linked to homophobic bullying and different types of 

terrorists and extremists. ✓ Resources/guidance sent to staff about extremism and terrorism. Also 

addressed after recent events.  

 Ensure that there is a mix of sports and non-sports clubs e.g. Art club.  ✓ Addressed during staff 

meeting.  

Ofsted Comments 2017 

- Pupils are taught how to stay safe and say that they feel very safe at school.  

- Pupils are exceptionally well prepared to make the most of future opportunities when they leave 

Newdale Primary School.  

- …the chance for pupils to be involved in community-based good causes, enable them to realise how 

caring values bring people together and strengthen society.  

- … pupils consider the motivations of artists, the guiding principles behind religious beliefs and the right 

to live in a tolerant and caring democratic society. Pupils of all ages display a remarkable ability to 

reflect and empathise with others. In this respect, the school is well ahead of many other primary 

schools.  

- …teachers have ensured that important messages, such a gender equality, are fed in at appropriate 

moments.  

- In short, teaching promotes high standards and respect for all.  

- Pupils respond with remarkable maturity of thought and evident care for one another. Unkind behaviour 

of any sort is not tolerated and pupils report that bullying is exceptionally rare.  

- Staff treat pupils with respect and kindness and teach them to value everyone’s contribution and right 

to live in a society free from prejudice and discrimination.  

- Perseverance in the face of difficulties is encouraged. Consequently, pupils develop ‘can-do’ attitudes 

and the resilience needed to be confident and capable learners.  

Overall Grading: Outstanding 

 

 

 



 

Overall positives from this year’s pupil voice survey 

- All children positive about Newdale and feel it is a place where everyone is welcome to come. 

- Children could talk about how our school keeps children safe. 

- All children very clear on what bullying is. Key Stage Two, including some of Key Stage One, children 

could talk about Cyberbullying.  

- Children understand the importance of treating people with respect.  

- Children displayed a good understanding of the importance of following rules and consequences if they 

are broken in school and in their community.  

- Children could talking about voting systems (democracy).  

- Year 5 and Year 6 children understood what Homophobic Bullying is and could explain what LGBT means 

- UKS2 understood why some people would need to be treated differently e.g. if they had a disability but 

they still should be treated fairly.  

- UKS2 displayed extremely secure knowledge of British Values.  

Lower Phase 

I was incredibly impressed with how confident and articulate the children from Y1 and Y2 were. They were able 

to talked about their learning and explain how Newdale is a safe school.  

Learning The children spoke very highly of the school and said that they love learning. They were 

able to explain when they can be creative: during Art lessons; on the playground 

creating games; listening to and writing stories and blogging.  

Safety The children were really confident at talking about how they feel safe at school and 

how to keep themselves safe outside of school. They talked about how our SMART Code 

keeps us safe and that they can email Buddy Bear about safety.  

Bullying The children understood that bullying is not simply having an argument/breaking friends 

but that it is something that is consistent. They understood what to do if they felt 

bullied or if they witness any form of bullying – tell a friend, tell an adult/TA/lunchtime 

supervisor/teacher/buddy bear, Mrs Powell and her team. They knew about the bullying 

book and said that if someone gets put in there, then they won’t do it again.  

SMART 

Code/Rules/Laws 

The children shared their understanding of the school rules including the SMART Code. 

They understood consequences if they broke the school rules and also explained if adult 

broke rules- ‘Go to jail’ or ‘get arrested’.   

Beliefs The children were able to name 5 religions: Sikhism, Buddhism, Islam, Christianity and 

Hinduism. When asked what does ‘religion’ mean, the children responded with answers 

such as: having a faith, believing in something or someone.  They could name two places 

of worship: Church and Mosque and could recognise the symbols for Islam, Christianity, 

Judaism (naming the Star of David) and Sikhism.  

Culture/ethnicity The children said that if a new child joined the school, who was from a different 

country, they would show them around and help them to make new friends. The children 

were able to talk about people they know who are from a different country and what 

they have learnt from them e.g. singing happy birthday in Dutch.   



Democracy Children understood about when they vote in school (school council) and also when 

adults vote e.g. for a new Prime Minister.  

Different Families  The children were able to speak about different family- make ups and explained that 

everyone should be treated fairly even if they have two mummies. 

 

Points for development for lower phase: 

- Further develop their understanding of religious places of worship.   

- To ensure a British Values display or A3 display poster is displayed and referred to in each class. . 

Ensure that class assemblies address British Values. Perhaps focus on one of the values per term e.g. 

Individual Liberty. Continue to hold annual British Values week.  

- Further develop their understanding of British democracy – Who is our prime minster? Why are they 

important? 

Middle Phase 

Learning The children spoke positively about the school and their learning.  When asked what 

they enjoy about Newdale, one child said: ‘We always learn something new’. They said 

that they take part in lots of fun activities and go on ‘awesome trips’.  

Safety The children were really confident at talking about how they feel safe at school and 

how to keep themselves safe outside of school. They were able to talk about the role 

of the Safeguarding Champions and the lanyards.  

Bullying including 

cyberbullying  

The children were very clear and articulate on what bullying is, making references to 

cyberbullying which happens online and could also talk about racist bullying. They 

were able to talk about who they could share their worries to e.g. Mrs Powell, Buddy 

Bear etc. Children didn’t know what homophobic bullying was.  

SMART 

Code/Rules/Laws 

The children were able to confidently talk about the SMART Code in schools. They 

gave examples of consequences if a child broke the code: yellow cards, phone calls 

home etc. They understood that if you broke rules/laws as an adult that you would 

get a fine, go to court, go to jail etc.  

Beliefs The children were very clear on what the words ‘religion’ and ‘beliefs’ meant. They 

could name the main five world religions and recognised their symbols. They knew 

that the word ‘religion’ means that they believe in someone or something.    

Culture/ethnicity The children were able to share ways in which they would make a new person feel 

welcomed. They stressed that they would want to make sure that they were settled 

in properly, by showing them where everything is, making sure they’re not lonely on 

the playground etc.  

Democracy/British 

Values 

The children were unable to recall the 5 British Values. They required prompting and 

could tell me about Mutual Respect and The Rule of Law.   

Different families The children said that differences should be respected and treated like any other 

parents as they still love them the same.  

 



Points for development for middle phase: 

- Further develop their understanding of homophobic bullying.  

- Further develop their understanding of British Values: Democracy, Rule of Law, Mutual Respect, 

Individual Liberty and Tolerance of different faiths and cultures. To ensure a British Values display or 

A3 display poster is displayed and referred to in each class. . Ensure that class assemblies address 

British Values. Perhaps focus on one of the values per term e.g. Individual Liberty. Continue to hold 

annual British Values week. 

Upper Phase 

Learning  It was clear to see that the Y5 and Y6 children were enthusiastic about their 

learning. They explained that they think the teachers are supportive and always 

encourage them to do good work. They expressed how they learn new things every 

day and enjoy coming into school. Both school trips and assemblies were mentioned as 

very enjoyable. The children talked about equality and people being treated fairly. 

They were able to explain, that in some cases, people might need to be treated 

differently in order to be treated fairly e.g. if they have a disability. They also 

recognised that some individuals in school require extra support to help them with 

their learning, behaviour and emotionally. I was extremely impressed with their 

understanding of British Values. They could name the main five values and give 

fantastic examples.  

Safety The children were really confident at talking about how they feel safe at school and 

how to keep themselves safe outside of school. They were able to recall the 

Safeguarding Champions assemblies which are delivered termly and referred to site 

checks and adult lanyards. One of the year sixes, who is a Safeguarding Champion, 

said that everybody feels safe and that it is a safe environment.   

Bullying including 

homophobic/cyber 

bullying.  

The children talked about different forms of bullying including cyberbullying which 

they explained clearly. They explained what they would do if they witnessed bullying 

or if they were a victim of bullying themselves: telling the bully to stop, telling an 

adult, telling a friend etc. They were able to talk about homophobic bullying.  

While talking about E-Safety, they mentioned online dangers, with one child 

referring to ‘grooming’ and ‘sexual abuse’.   

SMART 

Code/Rules/Laws 

The children could all explain what would happen if they broke the school rules but 

also recognised that when they behave well, it is rewarded e.g. ‘Star of the Week’, 

stickers, letters home etc. When the children discussed British Values, they knew 

what would happen if the broke the rules in the outside world.  

Beliefs The children had a good understanding that there are different faiths and everyone 

needs to be respected. They then could give examples about how people follow a 

faith, commenting on a Sikh child who wears a special bracelet.  

Culture/ethnicity It was obvious that the children loved Newdale and explained that everyone is 

welcome and stated that everyone should be treated fairly.   

Democracy The children demonstrated their understanding of democracy and how adults are 

involved in voting and how in school they are involved with voting for School Council. I 



was particularly impressed with their understanding of democratic terminology e.g. 

constituency and seats. They knew that adults vote for a party, not a particular 

person to lead the country.   

Different families 

inc LGBT 

All children were able to say what LGBT stands for.  All children were able to explain 

what transgender is and referred to teaching resources used e.g. the video: ‘I am 

Leo’ and the book: ‘Be Who You Are’. Without exception, all children felt that any 

LGBT person should be treated in the same way they would want to be 

(equally/fairly).  

Extremism/Terrorism The children knew that extremism is where people have radical views about a 

particular belief. The children spoke mainly about religious extremism and drew upon 

recent events in London and Manchester. They were able to explain why people carry 

out these attacks: to cause fear and to gain attention. It was made clear to the 

children other terrorist organisations as they did keep referring to Islam. When 

prompted, we talked about other forms of extreme views.  

 

Points for development for upper phase: 

- Explore other extremist views/ ensure children are aware that terrorists are not always Islamic.   

- Continue to ‘unpick’ the children’s understanding of equality – does it mean all being treated the same or 

should we recognise that in order to have equality, we may need to treat people differently e.g. 

disability.  

- Maintain teaching of British Values and their meanings: Democracy, Rule of Law, Mutual Respect, 

Individual Liberty and Tolerance of different faiths and cultures.  

Actions for 2017-2018: 

- Focus on a different British Value each term. Ensure British Values Week is carried out (collect 

evidence for each value per class).  

- Ensure class assemblies are being carried out and monitor content e.g. British Values Focus/Value of the 

month. 

- Consider shortening survey as some questions are similar to other surveys carried out in school e.g. pupil 

well-being. This would allow more time to narrow in with particular areas e.g. different family make-ups. 

Perhaps use British Values as categories for each question.  

- Suggest SMSC/British Values display in each class. 

- Being able to identify other major festivals for religions. 

- Ensure children are learning about different cultures/have visitors from other cultures.  

- Invest in new resources for British Values 

- Revisit RSE curriculum- Y3/4 unaware of what homophobic bullying is. 

- Look into new resources for the RE and RSE curriculum offer.  

- RE- compulsory trips to places of worship.  


