
Autumn Term in Reception. 
Our topic this half term is 'Once Upon a Time' where we will be learning all about the traditional tales and rhymes. 

There will be a focus on fantasy worlds and characters and all aspects of our curriculum will reflect this.  

 

Literacy: Writing 

The children in Reception will be reading a range of stories, such as The Three Little Pigs, Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears and other Traditional tales. Children will initially be writing the initial letters and simple labels. 
This will progress quickly onto captions and simple sentences. Children will be using their phonic knowledge to 
read and write simple words through sounding out. In Letters and Sounds we will be concentrating on Phase 2 
and Phase 3.  

Literacy :Reading 

During our guided reading sessions children will be discussing the features of a fiction and non-fiction 
texts. We will also be encouraging them to read words by sounding them out and blending the sounds 
together. Please continue to read with your child at least three times a week. Continue to write helpful 
comments in your child's reading log to support us in moving learning forward. Every week the 
children will be having 1 guided reading session and one 1:1 reading session where the teacher and 
teaching assistant will write a comment and ask your child a question, which we hope your child will be 
able to respond to. Soon the children will be issued with high frequency word cards, children will need to 
read them from memory and will then be issued with a new set to learn. These help your child to 
become a more fluent reader.  

Maths 

During this term, we will be focusing on your child’s understanding of numbers to 20 and will be 
singing lots of counting rhymes. We will be learning how to count past 20, to order numbers and to 
form numbers correctly. In addition to this we will learn how to repeat simple patterns and to name 2d 
shapes.  
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Communication and Language 

We will focus on speaking and listening skills, including taking turns, speaking clearly, following instructions and using 

manners. 

Physical Development: 

We aim to further develop independent skills, e.g. dressing for PE on their own and fastening their zips or shoes 

independently. We also begin to develop fine motor skills for improved pencil control. PE sessions are on Friday and will 

help children to become more confident moving over apparatus in a variety of ways and practise how to throw and catch.  

 

Personal Social and Emotional Development: 

This will involve the transition from Nursery to full time education at Newdale. We aim to encourage the children to 

form new friendships and positive relationships with all the adults and other children in school.   

 

Understanding of the World: 

We will develop our understanding of our own culture and that of others. We will also learn about the different 

environments around our school and also develop ICT skills such as using a computer and interactive software. At Forest 

school we also learn lots about the world around us and link our learning to our termly topic.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

This area of the curriculum will develop creativity. This will involve painting, drawing, music, craft, dance and role play. 

We will encourage the children to be independent and use their imaginations! Our role play areas this term are a castle 

and a fairy tale cottage. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Non Negotiables 

Below are a set of statements that outline what your child MUST be able to do before Christmas. New ones will be issued 
every term. We are working on these at School but appreciate that you can help to achieve these at home too. Please keep 
us informed of any progress in these areas through WOW moment slips to celebrate the achievements! 

Maths Non-Negotiables 

All children must have achieved these statements by the end of the Autumn Term.. 

I can count from 1 to 20. 

I am beginning to form my numbers correctly. 

I can count up to 20 objects. 

I can recognise numerals 1 to 10. 

I understand that numbers must be in order.  

 

Writing Non-Negotiables 

All children must have achieved these statements by the end of the Autumn Term… 

I can write my first name, correctly formed with a capital letter.  

I can write all Phase 2 sounds (s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d,g,o,c,k,ck,h,l,ll,r,f,e,u,b,ss,ff). 

I can write simple CVC words on my own (such as cat, dog, pin etc). 

I can name all the letters of the alphabet. 

I can hold a pencil correctly. 

 

Reading Non-Negotiables 

All children must have achieved these statements by the end of the Autumn Term… 

I can write and read all Phase 2 sounds (s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d,g,o,c,k,ck,h,l,ll,r,f,e,u,b,ss,ff). 



I can read all phase 2 tricky words. (I,no,go,to,the,into, and). 

I can begin to read simple words by sounding out each letter and blending them together.  

General Information  

Key information: 

The staff working across Year R in 2018 – 2019 are:  

Miss Broadhurst and Miss Morgan– Class teachers. 

Miss S Marshall and Mrs Z Stevens – Teaching Assistants 

Mrs S Morrow , Mrs S Lewis, Miss T Marshall – Cover Teachers.  

Morning routines  

We will be encouraging your child to be independent by coming in by themselves, hanging their own coat up, putting 
their book bag into the correct coloured box and settling down at their table. At the table the children will place their 
Home/School link book next to the book box so they can be checked. Remember to take out your water bottle and place it 
near the sink area. Every Morning there will be Early Morning’ activities on their tables such as writing their names, 
forming their letters and numbers correctly, handwriting practise and phonics activities.  

Extra Kit 

Children will be having PE on a Monday morning starting Monday 10th September. Children will need a simple PE 
kit consisting of: 

 a white tshirt 

 navy/black shorts or jogging bottoms. 

 pumps/trainers.  

We ask that children bring come into school wearing their PE clothes and bring in their school uniform in a named bag, 
In the morning please leave their uniform bag in the designated PE box, we will then get them changed after lunch.   

Forest School is going to be starting soon (date to be confirmed). 

Children will go out in all weathers so children will need: 



*At least three layers of clothing   

*Wellies/Old Boots. 

*Waterproofs - trousers and a warm jacket (which may get muddy). 

*Old pair of warm trousers (if no waterproofs) 

*Gloves and hat 

*2 pairs of socks (Feet can get very cold in Wellies in the winter! 


