
Activties / vocab which need to be embedded Activties /vocab which need to be embedded 

Skills progression statement Nursery Working towards ARE Working at ARE Working above ARE Reception Working towards ARE Working at ARE Working above ARE 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 

Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, 

continents and oceans studied at this key stage.

Understanding the World. People and 

Communities. 

Explores objects by linking 

together different approaches:

shaking, hitting, looking, feeling, 

tasting, mouthing, pulling,

turning and poking.

• Remembers where objects 

belong.

• Matches parts of objects that 

fit together, e.g. puts lid on

teapot.

Enjoys playing with small-world 

models such as a farm, a

garage, or a train track.

• Notices detailed features of 

objects in their environment.

 Comments and asks questions 

about aspects of their familiar

world such as the place where 

they live or the natural world.

• Can talk about some of the 

things they have observed 

such as

plants, animals, natural and 

found objects.

• Talks about why things 

happen and how things work.

• Developing an understanding 

of growth, decay and changes

over time.

Understanding the World. People and 

Communities. 

 Comments and asks questions 

about aspects of their familiar

world such as the place where 

they live or the natural world.

• Can talk about some of the 

things they have observed such as

plants, animals, natural and found 

objects.

• Talks about why things happen 

and how things work.

• Developing an understanding of 

growth, decay and changes

over time.

• Shows care and concern for 

living things and the environment.

Comments and asks questions 

about aspects of their familiar

world such as the place where 

they live or the natural world.

• Can talk about some of the 

things they have observed such 

as

plants, animals, natural and 

found objects.

• Talks about why things 

happen and how things work.

• Developing an understanding 

of growth, decay and changes

over time.

• Shows care and concern for 

living things and the 

environment.Looks closely at 

similarities, differences, 

patterns and change.

Early Learning Goal

Children know about similarities 

and differences in

relation to places, objects, 

materials and living things.

They talk about the features of 

their own immediate

environment and how 

environments might vary from

one another. They make 

observations of animals and

plants and explain why some 

things occur, and talk about

changes.

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 

West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near 

and far; left and right), to describe the location of 

features and routes on a map.

 Can I talk about where I live?

 Can I compare England with a

contrasting Country in the world?

 Can I use basic geographical vocab

when describing a place? E.g. city,

town, village, factory, farm, house

and shop.

The pupil can talk about the 

local area using some locational 

and directional language.

(E.g. After a walk to a nearby 

green space, describe the route 

taken prompted by 

photographs or pictures)

The pupil can describe a journey 

on a line map of the local area  

using simple directions and 

locational and directional 

language.

(E.g. After a walk to a nearby 

green space,  describe the route 

taken on a simple map simple 

directions and locational 

language)

The pupil can describe a 

journey on a more detailed 

map of the local area, using 

simple compass directions, 

locating features and 

landmarks seen on the journey.

(E.g. After a walk to a nearby 

green space,  describe with 

confidence the route 

taken,using compass 

directions and locational 

language)

 Can I compare a local City/town in

England with a contrasting city in Australia by 

asking and

answering geographical questions?

The pupil can locate places on a 

map of the local area using 

locational and directional 

language.

(E.g. After a walk to a nearby 

green space, describe the route 

taken on a simple base map using 

everyday directions and 

locational language prompted by 

their journey stick.)

The pupil can describe a 

journey on a map of the local 

area using simple compass 

directions and locational and 

directional language.

(E.g. After a walk to a nearby 

green space,  describe the 

route taken on a large-scale 

map using compass directions 

and locational language)

The pupil can describe a journey 

on a map of the local area  

locating features and 

landmarks seen on the journey.

(E.g. After a walk to a nearby 

green space,  describe with 

confidence the route taken on 

a large-scale OS map using 

compass directions and 

locational language)

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

features; devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key.

 Weather- where in the world, where

in the world is cold. Discussing in

relation to the equator.

 Seasons- how they change.

Comparing and Contrasting a farm

with the seaside.

 Can I Express opinions about the

seasons and relate the changes to

changes in clothing and activities e.g.

winter = coat, summer = t-shirts?

The pupil  can use photos to 

identify features of a locality.

The child can draw a simple 

map.                                                

 They understand that some 

things on their walk are human 

features and that others are 

physical features. 

(E.g. Draw the map of their 

local walk, including some 

places of interest). 

The pupil can use photos to 

identify physical and human 

features of a locality.

The pupil can draw a simple map  

with a basic key of places 

showing landmarks.

(E.g. Create models of landmarks 

seen on a local walk, labelling 

which are human and physical)

The pupil can use photos, 

including some aerial ones, to 

identify a range of physical 

and human features of a 

locality.

The pupil can draw a map with 

a more detailed key.

(E.g. Create symbols for 

landmarks seen on a local 

walk, correctly locate them on 

a map and construct a key.)

Map Makers To be able to use compass points 

to navigate around

a map.  To use aerial photographs and plan 

perspectives to

recognise and create landmarks.    To devise a 

simple map and use and construct basic

symbols in a key.  To design a map, referring 

to key human features.  To create a 3D map 

using their town designs.

The pupil can use aerial photos to  

identify features of a locality.

The child can draw a simple map.

(E.g. Create models of landmarks 

seen on a local walk. Order the 

landmarks as they were seen on 

the journey.)

The pupil can use aerial photos 

to identify physical and human 

features of a locality.

The pupil can draw a simple 

map with a basic key of places  

showing landmarks.

(E.g. Create models of 

landmarks seen on a local 

walk, order the landmarks and 

correctly locate them on a 

large-scale map on the 

classroom or hall floor.)

The pupil can use aerial photos 

to identify a range of physical 

and human features of a 

locality.

The pupil can draw a map with 

a key of places showing  

landmarks.

(E.g. Create symbols for 

landmarks seen on a local walk, 

correctly locate them on a map 

and construct a key.)

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

features; devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key.

Can I use maps, atlases, globes and

digital/computer mapping (Google

Earth) to locate countries and

describe features studied?

 Can I use fieldwork to observe,

measure and record the human and

physical features in the local area

using a range of methods, including

sketch maps, plans and graphs, and

digital technologies?

The pupil understands that 

there are different types of 

weather and these can be 

represented by pictures and 

symbols.                                The 

pupil can assist in keeping a 

weekly weather chart based on 

first-hand observations using 

picture symbols.

(E.g. Go into the playground to 

observe the weather and 

record this with drawings.)

The pupil can recognise that the 

weather changes and there can 

be more than one weather type 

shown in a day    The Pupil can 

keep a weekly weather chart 

based on first-hand observations 

using picture symbols, and 

present this data.     

(E.g. Go into the playground to 

observe the weather and record 

this,)

The pupil can keep track of the 

weather using first- hand 

observations and using picture 

symbols. They begin to 

identify patterns in weather 

and link to the seasons. 

.

((E.g. Go into the playground 

to observe the weather and 

record this,)

 Can I use maps, atlases, globes and

digital/computer mapping (Google

Earth) to locate countries and

describe features studied?

 Can I use four points of a compass

to build their knowledge of the

United Kingdom and where Telford is

in relation to the rest of the British

Isles?

The pupil can locate some  

features of the school grounds on 

a base map.

(E.g. Go into the playground to 

observe the features of the school 

and record this with drawings.)

The child can locate many  

features of the school grounds 

on a base map.

(E.g. Go into the playground to 

observe the features of the 

school and begib to represent 

these ib pictre form.)

The child can accurately locate  

features of the school grounds 

on a base map.

(E.g. create own maps of 

school features based on own 

observation) 
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