
Geography Curriculum Map 2021-22 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Reception 

Traditional Tales Space and Dinosaurs Animals and Under the Sea 
Explore their immediate and local 

environment.  

✓ Notices detailed features of 

objects in their environment. 

✓ Can talk about some of the 

things they have observed such 

as plants, animals, natural and 

found objects   

✓ Begin to understand what 

maps are and how to find 

simple things on a map. 

✓ Recreate maps for Hansel and 

Gretel throughout block play, 

range of construction 

materials.  

Forest school focus – looking at 

Autumn.  

✓ Is curious and interested to 

explore new and familiar 

experiences in nature: grass, 

mud, puddles, plants, animal 

life. 

✓ Explores objects by linking 

together different approaches. 

✓ Begins to understand some 

important processes and 

changes in the natural world 

around them, including the 

seasons. 

✓ Children need to be able to 

care for their environment. 

Outer space. What is our planet? 
Look at a globe.  
✓ Notices detailed features of 

objects in their environment   
✓ Can talk about some of the 

things they have observed 

such as plants, animals, natural 

and found objects. 

How does where we live  

compare to other countries?  

✓ Is curious and interested to 
explore new and familiar 
experiences in nature 

✓ Know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around them 
and contrasting environments. 

Nature Walks - seasons 
✓ Enjoys building on first-hand 

experiences,  

✓ Explores objects by linking 

together different approaches. 

✓ Begins to understand some 

important processes and 

changes in the natural world 

around them, including the 

seasons. 

✓ Children need to be able to 

care for their environment. 

✓ Notices detailed features of 

objects in their environment. 

✓ Talks about the features of 

their own immediate 

environment and how 

environments might vary from 

one another. 

✓ Recognise some environments 

that are different from the 

one in which they live. 

✓ Makes observations of 

animals and plants and 

explains why some things 

occur, and talks about 

changes 

✓ Explore the natural world 

around them, making 

observations and drawing 

pictures of animals and plants. 

Local environment 

✓ Remembers where objects 

belong. 

✓ Begin to understand what maps 

are and how to find simple 

things on a map. 

✓ Recreate maps for Hansel and 

Gretel throughout block play, 

range of construction materials.  

✓ Is curious and interested to 

explore new and familiar 

experiences in nature: grass, 

mud, puddles, plants, animal 

life  

✓ Explores objects by linking 

together different approaches. 

 

Creating maps of Hansel and 

Gretel.  

 

Forest school - observing 

changes in weather, nature and 

local environment.  

Observe and record what is in 
different places around school 
or further afield.  
 
Nature Walk - observe changes 
in weather, nature, local 
environment. 

Create maps from create 
resources. Give directions for 
places around the school. 
 
Nature Walk. 
Eco Awareness Week.  
Trip to a local Farm.  

Year 1 

Where I live Weather Seaside 



✓ locate and identify 

characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities 

of the United Kingdom and 

its surrounding seas 

✓ use simple compass 

directions and locational and 

directional language to 

describe the location of 

features  

✓ begin to understand the 

concept of distance (London 

is closer to Cardiff than 

Edinburgh). 

✓ use aerial photographs to 

recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical 

features 

✓ use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the United 

Kingdom and its countries 

✓ use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study 

the physical features of our 

school’s surrounding 

environment. 

✓ Create simple maps 

 

✓ locate and identify 

characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities 

of the United Kingdom and 

its surrounding seas 

✓ use simple compass 

directions and locational and 

directional language to 

describe the location of 

features  

✓ begin to understand the 

concept of distance (London 

is closer to Cardiff than 

Edinburgh). 

✓ use aerial photographs to 

recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical 

features 

✓ use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the United 

Kingdom and its countries 

✓ use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study 

the physical features of our 

school’s surrounding 

environment. 

✓ create simple maps 

✓ understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the 

physical geography of a 

small area of the United 

Kingdom. 

✓ know features of hot and 

cold places in the UK. 

Understand location in 

relation to the Equator, 

South and North Pole. (e.g. 

it’s hotter in summer, or it’s 

colder in Scotland because it 

is further north.) 

✓ locate and identify 

characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities 

of the United Kingdom and 

its surrounding seas. 

Walk around the school/area. 
Observe and record what is in 
and around the school. Create 
maps with concrete and 
pictorial representations. String 
maps, with pegs to tack on 
photos, toy cars, leaves, litter 
etc. from what they’ve seen. 
Will it be there the next time 
we walk past? 

Observe and record weather at 
different points across the 
term/year (measure rainfall, 
temperature). Discuss findings 
in a class. What do the findings 
show? When was it coldest? 

Maps and photos of a beach 
resort. Discuss amenities – How 
do you get there? What would 
you be able to eat? Can you 
buy anything?  What could we 
do to improve tourism? How 
would you protect it? (Do you 
put things back that belong 
there? E.g. rock pooling) 
 

Year 2 

The World Australia Map Making 

✓ name and locate the world’s 

seven continents and five 

oceans  

✓ use simple compass 

directions (North, South, 

East and West) and 

locational and directional 

language [for example, near 

✓ use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, near 
and far; left and right], to 
describe the location of 
features and routes on a 
map. 

✓ name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas  

✓ understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human  
and physical geography of a 



and far; left and right], to 

describe the location of 

features and routes on a 

map  

✓ understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the 

human and physical 

geography of a small area of 

the United Kingdom, and of 

a small area in a contrasting 

non-European country 

✓ begin to understand the 

concept of scale (e.g. some 

places are bigger than 

others, scale of the maps 

show the UK close up or to 

fit the whole world on a 

map we have to make 

countries smaller) 

✓ identify the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world 

in relation to the Equator 

and the North and South 

Poles  

✓ use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features. 

✓ Identify the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South 
Poles. 

✓ understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying 
the human and physical 
geography of a small area of 
the United Kingdom, and of 
a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country  

✓ begin to understand the 
concept of scale  

✓ know features of hot and 
cold places around the 
world. Understand location 
in relation to the Equator, 
South and North Pole.  

 

small area of the United 
Kingdom 

✓ begin to understand the 
concept of scale  

✓ use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features  

✓ devise a simple map; and use 
and construct basic symbols 
in a key  

✓ use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study 
the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the 
key human and physical 
features of its surrounding 
environment.  

 

How can we look after the 
world? Plastic pollution, report 
their ideas to a politician or 
charity?  
(Class assembly) 

Drought/deserts in Australia 
Link to Science topic – what 
happens when plants get too 
much water/not enough water? 
 

Observe and record distances, 
create a map of a local area 
(Ironbridge?) using symbols and 
a key.  
(Walk of our local area) 

Year 3 

Mountains, Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes.  

Europe (the Mediterranean) Kenya 

✓ describe the natural 

processes surrounding 

volcanoes, mountains and 

earthquakes   

✓ investigate how earthquakes 

and volcanoes change a 

landscape. 

✓ research how technology 

has changed how people live 

in these areas (early 

detection, building designs).   

✓ Begin to use fieldwork to 

compare the local area to 

somewhere in Europe 

✓ begin to use the eight 

points of a compass to 

describe the location 

countries and key features 

of the United Kingdom and 

the wider world.   

✓ use simple symbols and 

keys to build their 

knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider 

world 

✓ understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through the study of human 

✓ begin to use the eight points 

of a compass to describe the 

location countries and key 

features of the United 

Kingdom and the wider 

world.   

✓ use simple symbols and keys 

to build their knowledge of 

the United Kingdom and the 

wider world 

✓ understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through the study of human 

and physical geography 



(Iceland) 

✓ identify the position and 

significance of latitude (e.g. 

proximity to the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere) 

affecting climate  

(misconception – only hot 

countries have volcanoes) 

and physical geography of a 

region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a 

European country 

✓ identify the position and 

significance of latitude (e.g. 

proximity to the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere) 

affecting climate 

✓ begin to understand the 

concept of trade – (e.g. 

what food do we get from 

the Mediterranean?) 

✓ use symbols when creating 

their own maps, diagrams 

✓ begin to use fieldwork to 

compare the local area to 

somewhere in Europe 

✓ use symbols when creating 

their own maps, diagrams 

✓ begin to use fieldwork to 

compare the local area to 

somewhere in Europe  

✓ identify the position and 

significance of latitude (e.g. 

proximity to the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere) 

affecting climate 

✓ begin to understand the 

concept of trade – (e.g. 

what do we get/share with 

Kenya?) 

 
 

Plan an earthquake proof 
school or town. What resources 
do we need? How do we keep 
everyone safe? Use research.  
(Enginuity?)  
 

 

Partner school? How do other 
schools for example in Italy 
(link with the Romans) compare 
for their eco-friendly qualities? 

Compare weather data to that 
in the UK. Are their seasons like 
ours? At the start of each 
lesson record temperature, 
weather and compare to 
weather in Kenya at the same 
time of year.  

Year 4 

The UK Investigating Freezing 
Environments 

Food for thought 

✓ to use the eight points of a 

compass to describe the 

location countries and key 

features of the United 

Kingdom and the wider 

world.  

✓ understand latitude and 

longitude line, beginning to 

use 4-figure grid references. 

✓ develop theories about why 

some areas have higher 

populations than others  

✓ investigate geographical 

similarities and differences 

through the study of human 

and physical geography of a 

region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and a 

✓ identify the position and 

significance of latitude, 

Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle 

✓ Geographical regions and 

their identifying human and 

physical characteristics, key 

topographical features 

(including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers) 

✓ Begin to infer why 

vegetation and wildlife 

differs in some areas. 

✓ understand that places can 

change over time and the 

role of human impact (e.g. 

✓ locate the world’s countries, 

using maps, atlases, globes 

and digital/computer 

mapping   

✓ name and describe some 

climate zones/biomes. 

✓ begin to understand the 

concept of interconnection – 

understand their impact on 

other countries including 

economy, global warming, 

etc 

✓ begin to infer why vegetation 

and wildlife differs in some 

areas. 

✓ use fieldwork to observe, 

measure and record features 

in the local area using a 

range of methods, including 



region within North or South 

America 

✓ locate the world’s countries, 

using maps, atlases, globes 

and digital/computer 

mapping  

✓ use fieldwork to observe, 

measure and record 

features in the local area 

using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, 

tables, and graphs. 

receding/melting icecaps, 

expanding towns/cities).  

✓ locate the world’s 

countries, using maps, 

atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping  

✓ use symbols when creating 

their own maps, diagrams  

 

sketch maps, tables, and 

graphs. 

✓ use symbols when creating 

their own maps, diagrams  

 

Trip to the train station? Where 
could they travel to in the UK 
by train? Would it be quicker by 
car? Use of google maps, vs 
National Rail website.  
Where are you travelling to? 
Where will you pass? What 
might you see out of the train 
window? 

https://www.stem.org.uk/reso
urces/elibrary/resource/36667/
watching-glacier-7-11 
Children to observe changes in 
a glacier. What does this show 
us about climate change? 

Trip to the supermarket – how 
many countries can they 
identify on food packaging? In 
the classroom, research how 
far the food has had to travel, 
could they have got it from a 
local farm in the UK?  

Year 5 

USA UK Counties Rivers 

✓ to use the eight points of a 

compass to describe the 

location countries and key 

features of the USA  

✓ understand latitude and 

longitude line, beginning to 

use 6-figure grid references. 

✓ identify the position and 

significance of latitude, 

Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

and time zones (including 

day and night)  

✓ independently use maps, 

atlases, globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate and 

identify geographical 

regions and their identifying 

human and physical 

characteristics, and key 

✓ to use the eight points of a 

compass to describe the 

location countries and key 

features of the United 

Kingdom  

✓ understand latitude and 

longitude line, beginning to 

use 6-figure grid references. 

✓ name and locate counties 

and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical 

regions and their identifying 

human and physical 

characteristics, and key 

topographical features 

(including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers) using OS 

maps to compare contour 

lines 

✓ begin to infer the 

relationship between 

climate and vegetation 

(biome).  

✓ develop theories about why 

some areas have higher 

✓ to use the eight points of a 

compass to describe the 

location countries and key 

features of the United 

Kingdom  

✓ name and locate counties 

and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical 

regions and their identifying 

human and physical 

characteristics, and key 

topographical features 

(including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers) using OS 

maps to compare contour 

lines 

✓ understand and describe 
how rivers and mountains 
are formed/change over 
time.  

✓ Recognise patterns of 

settlement along 

rivers/mountains. 

✓ understand that places can 

change over time and the 

role they play in affecting 

https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/36667/watching-glacier-7-11
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/36667/watching-glacier-7-11
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/36667/watching-glacier-7-11


topographical features 

(including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers)  

✓ Begin to infer the 

relationship between 

climate and vegetation 

(biome).   

✓ Develop theories about why 

some areas have higher 

populations than others   

✓ Investigate geographical 

similarities and differences 

through the study of human 

and physical geography of a 

region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and a 

region within North or South 

America  

✓ Understand our 

interconnectivity with the 

US through trade, food 

supply, global companies, 

etc.   

populations than others  

✓ understand the concept of 

interconnection – 

understand the impact of  

economic trade, global 

warming, travel, 

communication, etc. 

✓ use fieldwork to observe, 

measure and record 

features in the local area 

using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, 

tables, and graphs. 

✓ use symbols when creating 

their own maps, diagrams  

 

change (e.g. pollution and 

river conditions) 

✓ develop theories about why 

some areas have higher 

populations than others 

✓ use symbols when creating 

their own maps, diagrams  

 
 

Lesson about the effects of 
droughts on US farmers in 
California. Link to year 2 
fieldwork and year 4 Food for 
thought. Visit a farm to talk to 
farmers about what difficulties 
they face with farming in each 
season. What technology do 
they use?  

Contact a school or local MP in 
a differing County – ask them to 
share what they love about 
their county. Children to share 
what makes Shropshire unique 
in the UK.  
 
Children to create a maps of a 
rural and urban location, 
developing their own key and 
symbols.  
 

Trip – Carding Mill Valley  
Observe, record, and analyse 
the flow of water along a river 
bend. Why does a river 
bend/twist? 
Follow up lesson to embed 
learning about deposition and 
erosion.  
 
Children analyse photos/maps 
of the Severn over time. Spot 
physical changes and changes 
in human use. 
 
Create models of the River 
Severn. 

Year 6 

Coasts Biomes How is Britain changing? 

✓ use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the 

✓ identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the 

✓ use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the 



United Kingdom and the 
wider world  

✓ name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, and key 
topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers)  

✓ develop questions, 
investigate, and plan 
ways they can affect a local, 
national or global issue (e.g. 
pollution and river 
conditions)   

✓ understand and describe 
how coastlines are 
formed/change over time. 

✓ use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record 
and present the human and 
physical features in the local 
area using a range of 
methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies.  

 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including 
day and night) 

✓ use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use 
of Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the 
wider world 

✓ independently research key 
characteristics of the 
world’s countries, using 
maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping   

✓ understand and describe 
the relationship between 
climate zones and biomes. 

✓ investigate geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a 
region within North or 
South America 

✓ develop questions, 
investigate, and plan ways 
they can affect a local, 
national or global issue (e.g. 
pollution and river 
conditions)   

wider world  
✓ develop questions, 

investigate, and plan 
ways they can affect a local, 
national or global issue (e.g. 
pollution and river 
conditions)   

✓ understand the concept of 
interconnection – 
understand the impact of 
economic trade, global 
warming, travel, 
communication, etc. 

✓ use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 
plans, tables, and graphs. 

✓ Investigate local, relevant 
questions (e.g. Does traffic 
speed affect air pollution? 
Can we change our local 
area?) 

✓ Describe the distribution of 
natural energy resources 
and how this is changing in 
the UK and around the 
world (offshore windfarms 
vs coal power stations). 

 

Create a plan for a beach that 
protects a famous landmark, 
but doesn’t destroy wildlife 
habitats (e.g. Cliff-dwelling 
birds).  
Trip to Arthog – embed learning 
on the beach e.g. flood 
defences / estuary make-up. 
In addition, use digital 
resources to look at coastal 
erosion and how it is affecting 
Fairbourne. 

Research data about average 
temperature and rainfall in 
countries across South America, 
record data in graphs and write 
up an analysis related to 
degrees from N/S of the 
equator (using 6 point grid 
references). 
Create own biome in a bag (see 
Hamilton Trust for ideas) 

Compare local maps before and 
after housing developments. 
Interview local people about 
how the area has changed.  
Talk to housing development 
companies to ask how they 
plan new developments to 
support sustainability and 
conservation. 
Arthog and Fairbourne – costal 
erosion and whole-town to be 
lost through flooding. 
Plan a new housing 
development map – consider 
wildlife habitats, noise 
pollution, safety of 
children/dog walkers at night, 



strain on local amenities, 
impact of the increased traffic. 

 
 
 
Https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/map-skills/  

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/map-skills/

