
Geography Progression at Newdale 2021-22 

EYFS Location Place Human & Physical Fieldwork & skills 

ELG 
People, culture 
and 
communities. 

Children know about similarities 
and differences in relation to 
places: between life in this country 
and life in other countries 
 

Talk about and compare features of 
their own immediate environment 
and how different environments 
might vary from one another:  
Look at photographs and talk about 
how their environment changes 
over time – for example new 
houses being built.  
 

Compare/discuss similarities and 
differences between two or more 
countries – relate to weather, 
buildings, land, ways of life. 
Notice different buildings (including 
those of religious importance) in 
their local area and how they vary.  
 

Describe environments using 
knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts 
and maps. 
Begin to understand what maps are 
and how to find simple things on a 
map – for example land/sea. 
Recreate maps throughout block 
play, range of construction 
materials.  
Exceeding: Compare two different 
areas using maps (Simple 
Ordinance Survey maps or ariel 
view maps). 

ELG 
The Natural 
World 

Recognise some environments that 
are different from the one in which 
they live.  
 

Know some similarities and 
differences between the natural 
world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been 
read in class 

Understand some important 
processes and changes in the 
natural world around them, 
including the seasons and changing 
states of matter.  
Children need to be able to care for 
their environment.  
 

Explore the natural world around 
them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals 
and plants;   

Lady Bugs – 18-36 months 

Knowledge Vocabulary 

- Remembers where objects belong 
- Matches parts of objects that fit together, e.g. puts lid on teapot 
- Is curious and interested to explore new and familiar experiences in nature: grass, 
mud, puddles, plants, animal life  
- Explores objects by linking together different approaches: shaking, hitting, 
looking, feeling, tasting, mouthing, pulling, turning and poking   

Immediate physical features: grass, tree, sun, cloud, flower, puddle, rain, hot, cold. 
Immediate human features: home, school, car, road, playground, fence, table, 
chair, toilet. 
 
 

Mighty Oaks – 36 – 48 months 

Knowledge Vocabulary 

- Notices detailed features of objects in their environment   
- Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, 

natural and found objects   

Immediate physical features: grass, tree, sun, cloud, flower, puddle, rain, hot, cold. 
Immediate human features: home, school, car, road, playground, fence, table, 
chair, toilet. 
 



- Enjoys playing with small world reconstructions, building on first-hand 
experiences, e.g. visiting farms, garages, train tracks, walking by river or lake  

Reception 

Knowledge Vocabulary 

- Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the 
place where they live or the natural world   

- Explore the natural world around them.  
- Knows about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

and living things   
- Talks about the features of their own immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one another   
- Understand that some places are special to members of their community.  
- Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life 

in other countries.  
- Recognise some environments that are different from the one in which 

they live.  
- Shows care and concern for living things and the environment    
- Talks about why things happen and how things work  
- Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time  
- Begin to understand the effect their behaviour can have on the environment  
- Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.  
- Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change in nature  
- Makes observations of animals and plants and explains why some things 

occur, and talks about changes  
- Draw information from a simple map.  
- Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.  
 

Begins to use some prepositions: under, over, next to, behind, near. 
Other location language includes: classroom, school, home, Telford, England.  
 
Physical features: plant, flower, tree, river, hill, sun, rain, cold, hot. 
 
Human feature: school, classroom, road, house, shop, zoo, railway, train, car.  
 
Comparative/descriptive language: greener, hotter, colder, busy, quiet, is/has, no 
‘cars’, some ‘cars’.  
 
Map, where, find, here, there, look, hear, smell, see.  
 

 

KS1 Location Place Human & Physical Fieldwork & skills 

National 
Curriculum 
Pupils should 
develop 
knowledge 
about the 
world, the 
United Kingdom 
and their 

name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans  
name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical 
geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small 
area in a contrasting non-European 
country 

identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas 
of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South 
Poles 
use basic geographical vocabulary 
to refer to: 

use world maps, atlases and globes 
to identify the United Kingdom and 
its countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and oceans 
studied at this key stage  
use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language 
[for example, near and far; left and 



locality. They 
should 
understand 
basic subject-
specific 
vocabulary 
relating to 
human and 
physical 
geography and 
begin to use 
geographical 
skills, including 
first-hand 
observation, to 
enhance their 
locational 
awareness. 

key physical features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and 
weather 
key human features, including: city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbour and shop 

right], to describe the location of 
features and routes on a map 
Geography – key stages 1 and 2 3  
use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple 
map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key  
use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surrounding 
environment. 

Year 1 

Weather 
Where I live 

Seaside 

Knowledge Vocabulary 

✓ locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

✓ use simple compass directions and locational and directional language to 
describe the location of features  

✓ begin to understand the concept of distance (London is closer to Cardiff than 
Edinburgh). 

✓ use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features 

✓ use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries 

✓ use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the physical features of 
our school’s surrounding environment. 

✓ create a simple map 
✓ describe daily weather patterns (e.g. It is colder in the morning because there 

hasn’t been much sun). 

Skills: locate, observe, record. 
 
Country, World, United Kingdom, England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland. 
Atlantic Ocean, North Sea, English Channel, Irish sea. Capital city, London, Cardiff, 
Dublin, Edinburgh. Local, overseas, abroad, travel. 

 
Weather, change, rainy, snowy, frosty, windy, sunny, cloudy. Temperature, hot, 
mild, cold.  Season, Autumn, Winter, Spring, Summer.  

 
Location –near, far, left, right, next to, further away from, closer to. 

 
Map, aerial view, atlas. North Pole, South Pole Equator. 
Compass directions: north, east, south, west. 
 



✓ know features of hot and cold places in the UK. Understand location in relation 
to the Equator, South and North Pole. (e.g. it’s hotter in summer, or it’s colder 
in Scotland because it is further north.) 
✓ understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 

physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom. 
 
  

Key physical features:  
e.g. river, coast, beach, cliff, sea, ocean, sand, pebble, iceberg, frozen, tropical, sea 
life, forest, hill, mountain. 

 
Key human features:  
e.g. city, town, village, farm, house, port, harbour, park, garden, road, railway, 
shop, lighthouse, beachfront, pier. 

Year 2 

Extreme Weather – UK and USA 
The World 

Map Making – local study 

Knowledge Vocabulary 

✓ name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  
✓ name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities 

of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
✓ understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 

human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a contrasting non-European country 

✓ begin to understand the concept of scale (e.g. some places are bigger than 
others, scale of the maps show the UK close up or to fit the whole world on a 
map we have to make countries smaller)  

✓ begin to understand the concept of scale (e.g. some places are bigger than 
others, scale of the maps show the UK close up or to fit the whole world on a 
map we have to make countries smaller)  

✓ use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map 

✓ use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features 

✓ devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 
✓ identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 

location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles 

✓ use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

Skills: locate, observe, record, compare. 
 
World, continent, North pole, South pole, Europe, Asia, Australasia (Oceania), 
Africa, North & South America, Antarctica, country, United Kingdom, England, 
Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland. Atlantic Ocean, North Sea, English Channel, Irish 
sea. Capital city, London, Cardiff, Dublin, Edinburgh. Local, overseas, abroad, travel. 

 
Weather, change, rainy, snowy, frosty, windy, sunny, cloudy. Extreme, dangerous, 
deadly, freezing, heatwave, tornado, predict, warning, forecast, temperature, hot, 
mild, cold.  Season, Autumn, Winter, Spring, Summer.  

 
Location –near, far, left, right, next to, further away from, closer to. 

 
Map, aerial view, atlas, globe. North Pole, South Pole Equator, key, symbol, feature. 
Compass directions: north, east, south, west. 
 
Key physical features:  
e.g. river, coast, beach, cliff, sea, ocean, sand, pebble, iceberg, frozen, tropical, sea 
life, forest, hill, mountain, valley. 

 
Key human features:  
e.g. city, town, village, farm, house, port, harbour, park, garden, road, railway, 
shop, lighthouse, beachfront, pier. 

 

 

KS2 Location Place Human & Physical Fieldwork & skills 



National 
Curriculum 
Pupils should 
extend their 
knowledge and 
understanding 
beyond the local 
area to include 
the United 
Kingdom and 
Europe, North 
and South 
America. This 
will include the 
location and 
characteristics 
of a range of the 
world’s most 
significant 
human and 
physical 
features. They 
should develop 
their use of 
geographical 
knowledge, 
understanding 
and skills to 
enhance their 
locational and 
place 
knowledge. 

locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North 
and South America, concentrating 
on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities  
name and locate counties and cities 
of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how 
some of these aspects have 
changed over time  
identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night) 

understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North 
or South America 

describe and understand key 
aspects of:  
physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle 
human geography, including: types 
of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 
use the eight points of a compass, 
four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use 
of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 
use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

Year 3 

Mountains, Volcanoes and Earthquakes 
Europe (the Mediterranean) 

Kenya 

Knowledge Vocabulary Knowledge Vocabulary 



- begin to use the eight points of a compass to describe the location countries and 
key features of the United Kingdom and the wider world.  

- describe the natural processes surrounding volcanoes, mountains and 
earthquakes  

- use simple symbols and keys to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider world 

- identify the position and significance of latitude (e.g. proximity to the Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere) affecting climate 

- understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country 

- investigate how earthquakes and volcanoes change a landscape. 
- research how technology has changed how people live in these areas (early 

detection, building designs).  
- begin to understand the concept of trade – (e.g. what food do we get from the 

Mediterranean?) 
- use symbols when creating their own maps, diagrams 
- fieldwork could be used to compare the local area to somewhere in Europe 

(amount of traffic, what within a mile of our school vs a school abroad, weather 
comparison). 

 

Compass directions: north, east, south, west. 
south-west, north-west, south-east, north-east.  
 
Location –near, far, left, right, next to, further away from, closer to. Weather vs. 
climate. Temperate, hot, humid, cold. 
 
World, continent, North pole, South pole, Europe, Asia, Australasia (Oceania), 
Africa, North & South America, Antarctica, country, United Kingdom,  
European countries: France, Germany, etc.  
African countries: Kenya, South Africa, Egypt, etc.  
 
 
Physical features:  
Name some world and UK mountain ranges: Cambrian, Pennines, Grampians. Alps, 
Rocky, Andes, Himalayan, Atlas, Ural.  
Name some highest peaks: Snowdon, Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike, Everest, Kilimanjaro, 
Mont Blanc, etc.   
Valley, mountain range, peak, ridge, physical landscape, tectonic plate, crust, 
mantle, core, boundary. Volcano(es), erupt, lava, magma chamber, vent, layers, ash 
cloud. Earthquake, epicentre, aftershock, detection, technology. 
 
Human features: 
Population, language, currency, culture, home, town, village, city, land use, 
trade, travel, tourism, adventure. 
 

Year 4 

The UK 
Investigating freezing environments (Superschemes) 

Food for thought (Natural resources) 

Knowledge Vocabulary 

- to use the eight points of a compass to describe the location countries and key 
features of the United Kingdom and the wider world.  

- understand latitude and longitude line, beginning to use 4-figure grid references. 
- identify the position and significance of latitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle 

Compass directions: north, east, south, west, south-west, north-west, south-east, 
north-east.  
 
Location – Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, longitude, latitude, degrees.  
 
World, continent, North pole, South pole, Europe, Asia, Australasia (Oceania), 
Africa, North & South America, Antarctica, country, United Kingdom,  



- name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions 
and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) 

- locate the world’s countries, using maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping  

- name and describe some climate zones/biomes.  
- begin to infer why vegetation and wildlife differs in some areas. 
- develop theories about why some areas have higher populations than others  
- investigate geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 

and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or South America 

- begin to understand the concept of interconnection – understand their impact on 
other countries including economy, global warming, etc. 

- understand that places can change over time and the role of human impact (e.g. 
receding/melting icecaps, expanding towns/cities).  

- use fieldwork to observe, measure and record features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch maps, tables, and graphs. 

UK countries and major cities. Countries and capital cities around the world.  
USA cities and states.  
 
Physical features:  
Climate, biome, tundra, temperate, tropical, desert. 
Physical feature, desert, rainforest, grassland, farmland, iceberg, glacier, 
vegetation, plant-life, wildlife, natural resources.  
 
Human features: 
Local, national, international, global, border, population, language, currency, 
culture, home, town, village, city, land use, trade, travel, tourism, adventure, 
positive/negative impact, global warming.  
 

Year 5 

The USA 
Counties of the UK 

Rivers and Mountains 

Knowledge Vocabulary 

- to use the eight points of a compass to describe the location countries and key 
features of the United Kingdom and the wider world.  

- understand latitude and longitude line, beginning to use 6-figure grid references. 
- identify the position and significance of latitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

- name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions 
and their identifying human and physical characteristics, and key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) using OS maps to compare 
contour lines 

- independently research key characteristics of the world’s countries, using maps, 
atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping  

- begin to infer the relationship between climate and vegetation (biome).  
- develop theories about why some areas have higher populations than others  

8 point compass directions.  
 
Location – Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, longitude, latitude, degrees, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 
 
World, continents, and countries. UK counties and major towns/cities Shropshire, 
Staffordshire, Essex (History link Anglo-Saxons/Viking names) 
 
Physical features:  
Climate, cold, freezing, temperate, tropical, desert, humid, arid., the water cycle,  
Precipitation, evaporation, condensation. River, mouth, estuary, tributary, stream, 
riverbank, bed, sediment, erosion, deposition, ox bow lake, flood plain, drought, 
vegetation, plant-life, wildlife, natural resources.  
 
Human features: 



- investigate geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or South America 

- understand the concept of interconnection – understand the impact of  economic 
trade, global warming, travel, communication, etc. 

- understand that places can change over time and the role they play in affecting 
change (e.g. pollution and river conditions) 

- use fieldwork to observe, measure and record features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch maps, tables, and graphs. 

- understand and describe how rivers and mountains are formed/change over 
time.  

- Recognise patterns of settlement along rivers/mountains. 

Local, national, international, global, border, population, language, currency, 
culture, flood defence, canal, dam, land use, trade, travel, tourism, adventure, 
positive/negative impact, global warming, pollution.  
 

Year 6 

Biomes 
Coasts 

How is Britain changing? 

Knowledge Vocabulary 

- use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world 

- identify the position and significance of latitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

- name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions 
and their identifying human and physical characteristics, and key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers)  

- independently research key characteristics of the world’s countries, using maps, 
atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping  

- understand and describe the relationship between climate zones and biomes. 
- develop theories relating to core geographical knowledge 
- investigate geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 

and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or South America 

- understand the concept of interconnection – understand the impact of economic 
trade, global warming, travel, communication, etc. 

- develop questions, investigate, and plan ways they can affect a local, national or 
global issue (e.g. pollution and river conditions)  

8 point compass directions.  
 
Location – Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, longitude, latitude, degrees, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 
 
World, continents, and countries. UK counties and major towns/cities Shropshire, 
Staffordshire, Essex (History link Anglo-Saxons/Viking names) 
 
Physical features:  
Climate, biome, tundra, deciduous forest, grassland, temperate forest, tropical, 
desert, humid, arid., precipitation, average rainfall, drought, vegetation belt, river, 
mouth, estuary, tributary, coastline, sand dunes, peninsula, cape, bay, cave, stack, 
dunes, mudflats, headland, undercut, landslide, erosion, deposition, abrasion, sea 
level.   
Energy resources (wind, hydra, solar, coal, gas, nuclear) 
 
Human features: 
Port, marina, harbour, coastguard, lighthouse, groynes, sea wall, tourism, trade, 
positive/negative impact, global warming, pollution, 
 



- use fieldwork to observe, measure and record features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch maps, plans, tables, and graphs. 

- Investigate local, relevant questions (e.g. Does traffic speed affect air pollution? 
Can we change our local area?) 

- understand and describe how coastlines are formed/change over time.  
- Describe the distribution of natural energy resources and how this is changing in 

the UK and around the world (offshore windfarms vs coal power stations).  
- use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical 

features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 


